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ECCAS AND MUSC PARTNERSHIP 

The Sterile Processing Department is one of the most vital roles in 

healthcare as technicians are responsible for sterilizing, assembling 

and preparing medical equipment for surgeries and other 

medical procedures. Health Science students at the East Cooper 

CAS will soon have a chance to explore this career pathway as 

MUSC, ECCAS, Trident, and CCSD's CTE Office work closely 

together to bring this opportunity to our students. This pre-

apprenticeship to apprenticeship program will lead to on-the-job 

training, compensation, college credit hours, and certification in the 

field of Sterile Processing. Students will soon speak with program 

representatives to learn more about this work-based learning 

option as well as other opportunities that exist in the field of 

healthcare at MUSC.   

UPCOMING CAS DATES 

Return From Break…………...1/4 

E-Learning Day….……………..1/15 

No School………………………...1/18 

Final Exams Begin……….......1/28 

2nd Semester Starts…………..2/8 

EAST COOPER CENTER FOR ADVANCED STUDIES SPOTLIGHT 

SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT  COUNCIL 

The SIC held their first two meetings in 
November and December.  The meetings 
were attended by a number of different 
administrators, faculty members, students, 
and community leaders.  The SIC is excited 
to support the ECCAS with community 
outreach and provide student’s with 
possibilities for career exploration.  Each SIC 
meeting will be held on the second Monday 
of each month.  

 

 

 

Interested in becoming a SIC member, please 
contact Kevin Sneed at 

james_sneed@charleston.k12.sc.us 

GOING PLACES FUNDRAISER 

Thanks to Mrs. Sandra Leland, the ECCAS 

held a successful helmet and bike lock drive 

for the local charity Going Places. The school 

was able to collect over 100 bike locks and 

helmets for the Going Places organization  

which seeks to bring joy to underprivileged 

children by donating brand new bikes.  

FOLLOW US AT: 

 

 

 

@eastcoopercas 

Established in 2014, Launching in 2020 

TOYS FOR TOTS 

 
The  East Cooper CAS collected 
over 100 toys for Toys for Tots 
Foundation.  These toys will be 
distributed to  children in need 
within the local community. 

 

“We want every child to graduate from high school with a  viable plan, a  

realistic plan for what to do next and have the education and skills to do it.” Lucy G. Beckham 

#lightingtheway 

December, 2020 

ACADEMIC ENRICHMENT 

Covid-19 has impacted everyone in many ways this year.  Specifically, for us, student achievement has 

seen significant changes since March, 2020.  Currently, teachers are teaching both in-person and 

remote students concurrently and we have noticed that many of our students are simply “getting by.”  

To help with this, the ECCAS  has created a new program called Academic Enrichment. 

Academic Enrichment is for any student, in-person or remote, that could use additional lab experience, 

activity time, certification hours, academic assistance, etc. and is interested in getting this help outside 

of the school day.  We highly encourage remote students to use this 

opportunity to come to campus in order to experience labs, activities, and 

obtain certification hours they may need to improve their grades and overall 

understanding.    

Academic Enrichment will begin in January 2021 and will run throughout 

the remainder of the school year on Tuesday and Thursday afternoon (3:45-

5:00 PM) and two Saturdays each month (8:30-12:30 PM).  Students can 

sign up through their ECCAS teacher, Ms. Traysea Smith (CAS Guidance 

Counselor), or by following this link.   

https://www.goingplacesnonprofit.org/  

CLICK HERE FOR GEAR 

https://www.ccsdschools.com/Domain/35
https://www.instagram.com/eastcoopercas/
https://twitter.com/eastcoopercas
https://www.facebook.com/eastcoopercas/
https://www.facebook.com/eastcoopercas/
https://web.musc.edu/
https://www.goingplacesnonprofit.org/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1GWAgBAqYnhp6O_i9VSVSzP6f4eprjO40/view?usp=sharing
https://forms.gle/g6LnknQA3TnFrRzY6
https://sic.sc.gov/
https://teamlocker.squadlocker.com/#/lockers/east-cooper-cas?_k=5wnwuj
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PRE-MEDICINE ACADEMY 

Catherine Lawson is one of the Health 

Science teachers here at the ECCAS.  

Catherine teaches a variety of courses 

including Medical Terminology and 

Clinical Studies.  Before becoming a 

teacher, Catherine spent 15 years in the 

nursing field and her wealth of 

knowledge is very apparent in her 

informative and engaging classroom. 

What type of student should be 

interested in your class? 

Any student who is possibly interested 

in a health career and any student who 

cares about others. 

What does a typical day look like 

in your classroom? 

The first half of the semester is spent 

covering standards and skills in our lab. 

While the second half of the semester is 

spent in a long term care facility where 

students get to care for residents. 

What is your favorite part of 

teaching nursing courses? 

I feel like I am investing in the future.  I 

really get to know students in a totally 

different way.  Its not an “I got you” 

class.  It is so hands on and students are 

always successful.  I love getting them 

ready for an entry level job right out of 

high school.  It also prepares students 

who are seeking higher education like 

medical school with hours in an entry 

level job. 

Q & A WITH MRS. CATHERINE LAWSON 

Catherine_Lawson@charleston.k12.sc.us 

The East Cooper Center for Advanced Studies is broken down into four major academies including 
Entrepreneurship, Pre-Medicine, STEM, and the Cross Curricular Academy.  The Pre-Medicine 
Academy is comprised of three different programs, all of which are designed to introduce students to 
various careers in the field of medicine.   Each of the programs is designed to have an introductory 
course followed by various higher levels courses that allow students to experience and develop skills 
used throughout many health care fields.  Below, you can find a list of our three programs within the 
Pre-Medicine Academy.  Each course within the program has a short description, but a detailed 
course description can be found here. 

HEALTH SCIENCE 

Health Science 1 

In this course, students will get an overview of 
the career clusters in the fields of health care 
and foundational skills to begin their journey 
toward their future as a health care 
professional.  

 

Health Science 2 

In this course, students will employ hands on 
experiences for continued knowledge and skill 
development related to a wide variety of 
health careers. 

 

Health Science Clinical Study 

In this course, students will meet the 
requirements of a state approved nursing aide 
program and hands on patient care in a long 
term patient care facility. 

 

Medical Terminology 

(Perfect for all three programs) 

In this course, students will study the 
language used by all health care professionals.  
Students will also explore common disease 
and disorders of each body system. 

 

CLINICAL STUDIES HIGHLIGHT 
Clinical studies is designed to act as the capstone course for the 

ECCAS’s Health Science Program.  In this final course, students 

are  provided with the  opportunity  to develop a number of 

different medically related skills including taking vital signs, 

bedside patient care, infection control, and activities of daily 

living assistance.  As student Emma Keiser describes people 

who take this course “Want to work in the healthcare field and 

are looking for a chance to gain some hands on knowledge 

before entering college.” Clinical Studies is an extremely 

popular course here at the ECCAS not just because of the class 

but also because of its wonderful teacher Mrs. Lawson.  Reema 

AlAhmad, a current clinical studies student states, “Even 

though I am really cranky in the morning,  I love starting my 

day off with Mrs. Lawson.”  Students interested in the Health 

Science program should start the 

program by taking Health Science 1. 

 

PLTW BIOMEDICAL SCIENCE 

Principles of Biomedical Science 

Students explore concepts of biology and medicine as 
they take on roles of different medical professionals to 
solve real-world problems. Over the course of the year, 
students are challenged in various scenarios including 
investigating a crime scene & proposing treatment to 
patients. 

 

Human Body Systems 

Students examine the interactions of human body 
systems as they explore identity, power, movement, 
protection, and homeostasis in the body.  

 

Medical Interventions 

Students explore  infectious disease, vaccine making, 
epidemiology; genetics; cancer prevention, diagnosis, 
and treatment; and the future of medicine including 
gene therapy and transplants. The labs include: testing 
for a disease antigen, creating a superbug, PCR on 
their own DNA, & bacterial transformation. 

 

Biomedical Innovations 

In the final course of the PLTW Biomedical Science 
sequence, students address topics ranging from public 
health & biomedical engineering to clinical medicine. 
They have the opportunity to work on an independent 
project with a mentor from a university, medical 
facility, or research institution.   

SPORTS MEDICINE 

Sports Medicine 1 

Students can expect to experience an overview 
of all of the professionals that are included in 
the sports medicine umbrella. Class focuses on 
prevention of injuries and provides an in-
depth look at multiple issues regarding 
healthcare for the athlete, basic anatomy, and 
many different injuries and diseases that affect 
athletes.   

 

Sports Medicine 2 

Students can expect to experience a more in 
depth investigation of injuries that are 
sustained by athletes. This class focuses on 
recognition and mechanisms of illnesses, 
injuries, and medical conditions.  Anatomy, 
Kinesiology, and Biomechanics are taught and 
applied to each topic.  

 

Sports Medicine 3 

Students can expect to experience a hands-on 
experience with athletes, their injuries, and 
rehab principles. Injury evaluation techniques 
and rehabilitation concepts are taught and 
applied during class and in the athletic 
training room where students are required to 
perform a one week rotation with after-school 
care of athletes.   

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Pv_Nu-8YN0xJTDX-XtfwOcB5EJ8HRN60/view?usp=sharing

